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The University of M ontana
University Communications
Missoula, MT 59812
(406) 243-2522

NEWS RELEASE

Oct. 25, 1993
UM INVITES PUBLIC INPUT ON CAMPUS DEVELOPMENT, BUILDING SITES
MISSOULA Proposals for future development of the University of Montana campus, including proposed
sites for several upcoming construction projects, will be discussed at a public forum Thursday, Oct.
28.
The forum, scheduled from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. in the University Center Montana Rooms, will
focus on the fmdings of two intensive planning sessions, dubbed "charrettes," held on campus last
week. One charrette concerned guidelines for future campus development; the other session
concentrated on specific locations for housing, parking and storage projects that will be funded
under the recendy approved sale of revenue bonds.
James Todd, Vice President for Administration and Finance, said the forum is intended to
gather as much input as possible from students, faculty, staff and community members.
Following public comment — both at the forum and in writing — planning committees will
develop recommendations that will be forwarded to President George Dennison early in November.
Final site decisions are expected to be made later that month, since all bond-funded projects must
be completed by November 1996. Most of the projects are expected to get under way next
summer.
Bond-funded projects, approved by the state Board of Regents, will include a $7.27 million,
120-unit family housing complex; a $7 million, 200-bed residence hall; a $900,000 parking lot

-more-

Plnforum.rl — 2
expansion; and a $500,000 cold/dry storage facility for the University Center food service.
Site proposals to be discussed at the forum suggest building new family housing adjacent to
the University golf course; placing the new residence hall near other dormitories in the southwest
comer of campus; constructing a second level of parking above the existing parking lot east of the
University Center and Mansfield Library; and moving the University Center’s cold/dry storage out
of the existing building and into the "pit" behind the building. Alternative storage sites were also
suggested if the pit does not prove to be feasible.
Preferred sites were identified through a consensus of charrette participants, including
students, faculty, staff members and area homeowners.
The bond sale will also fund the proposed purchase of land across the river from campus
and renovation of current UM facilities — the University Center, residence halls and parking lots —
for a bond-funded project total of about $30 million. The total bond issue of $45 million includes
refinancing of outstanding debts of UM and Western Montana College. Funds to repay the bonds
will come from student fees, residence hall revenue and parking-fee revenue.
The development-plan charrette discussed possible sites for future housing and parking
areas, as well as overall goals and guidelines for preserving and enhancing campus character, open
space, community access, educational atmosphere and safety.
Those who cannot attend the Oct. 28 forum may submit written comments before 5 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 4, to James Todd, Vice President for Administration and Finance, The University of
Montana, Main Hall Room 125, Missoula 59812-1293.
Copies of the charrette findings are available for review at UM Facility Services and the
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reserve book room of the Mansfield Library.
The charrettes were conducted by Charrette Collaborative, a Bozeman firm that specializes
in collaborative planning and design.
tf (lit

Editors, news directors, reporters: Copies of the charrette findings and the public forum
announcement flyer, which includes a development-plan map, are available at University
Communications Office, 243-2522. For more information, call James Todd, Vice President for
Administration and Finance, 243-4662; or Facilities Services Manager Hugh Jesse, 243-2385.
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